PAGE 4 » THURSDAY, JANUARY 17, 2013

PERSPECTIVE

SAN FRANCISCO DAILY JOURNAL

‘Those nerds are a threat to our way of life’

By David Carica

tis an oft-repeated phrase that
a person is in conlrol of his or
her own destiny. One might
expect Lhis would be the case
in sports such as football where
the final score dictates the winper.
The Leland Stanford Junior Univer-
sity (Stanford) football team has
amassed an impressive 34-5 record
since 2000, However, despile the
team's consistent winning record,
Stanford continues to be underap-
preciated in the final college foothall
poles. Why is that?

Rather than continue 1o bemean
the situation with my other Stanford
faithful, | decided to conduct an in-
vestigation into the matter. My con-
clusion is that college football rank-
ings are a combination of a team's
record, football calture, economics
and public perception, although not
necessarily in that order. Stanford
succeeds as far as the team record
is concerned but lags behind in the
polls because it has not monopolized
California foothall culture like its
counterparts from the South.

“Football way of life in Texas™ is
the title of a recent article by Jeff
Fedotin for Yahoo Sports. Fedatin
quotes a high school football coach
who states that Texans value “fam-
ily, religion, tradition, and football,
although oot pecessarily in that
order.” Thousands regularly attend
high school football games. Fans fill
scheol championships. Football is
also woven into the social fabric in
the South where the high school
foolball season effectively extends
the entire school year because of
spring football. ;

Sports media’s interest in com-
mercially exploiting the demand
generated by football culture in the
South practically guarantees thal
Southeastern Conference (SEC)
teams will have top-billing on cable
television. ESPN pegotiated a 15-
year, $2.25 billion dollar contract to
televise SEC games. More lelevision
time translates into greater visibility
for the SEC teams and greater vis-
ibility equates with higher national
rankings. Sports cable lelevidon
ratings go up as nationally ranked
teams face off. Moreover, since
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ESPN owns the rights to televise all
Bowl Championship Series (BCS)
games and the national champion-
ship, it further inures to ESPNs
benefit that nationally ranked SEC
teams play in these games, College
sports analysts add to the hype by
focusing their attention on the SEC
and repeatedly referring to this
conference as the best in college
football.

For Stanford to achieve the rec-
ognition it deserves in the college
polls, the school will have to address
the following deficiencies:

Stanford dors not require football
allegianee as a preseguisite for admis-
sion, Communities that place high
vahie on their college football teams
seem to fare better in the rankings.
Thisis exemplified by the University
of Texas, which we know collectively
places a high value on family, tradi-
tion and football. The *Longhorns™
underwhelming 9-4 record did not
scem to affect their ranking as
greatly as one might imagine. The

Longhorns ended vp ranked in the
Top-20 akead of every other school
with a 9-4 record, Stanford, unfortu-
nately, does nol require allegiance to
its foolball team as a pre-requisite to
belonging lo the Stanford commu-
nity. Hard to believe, but true, there
are people at Stanford, including
professors, who have never been to
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However, despite the
teamn’s consistent winning
record, Stanford continues
to be underappreciated in

the final college football
poles. Why is that?

a Stanford football game.

Stanford does mot have an cas-
tly identifiable football mascet. Some
schools can be immediately identi-

fied by the names of their mascots.
Notable examples are the “Crimson
Tide™ (Alabama); “Ducks” (Oregon),
*Buckeyes™ (Ohio State); *Fighting
Irish® (Notre Dame); and “Balldogs™
(Georgia). There seems to be a cor-
relation between a team’s readily
identiflable mascot and its college
football ranking. The teams associal-
ed with the aforementioned mascots
were ranked 1-5 in the final college
polls, respectively, Stanford does not

is referred to by the media as the
“Cardinal,” a recognizable genus of
bird, much ke the Duck. Certainly,
a "Cardinal® doing pushups is somme-
The Stanford Band pays homage to
“El Palo Alto" (Spanish for “The Tall
Stick™) by having the *Tree™ as ity
mascot, This liberal "tree hugger”
image does not enamor Stanford
with conservative and independent
college football pollsters,

Stanford football is a good bargain
rather tham a huge profil-making

enterprise. Stanford football is oot
valued in the upper echelon of
profit-making college football trams.
Seven of the top 10 moncy-making
teams come from the SEC, led by
LSU ranked No. 3 in the pre-season,
now worth $102 million. A few Pac-12
teams have cracked the top 20 mon-
ey-makers. For instance, Oregon is
ranked 15th on the Forbes list at 574
million and USC is 16th at 568 mil-
lion. Oregon and USC were ranked
No. 5 and No. 1 in the pre-season
polls, respectively. At the end of the
season, LSU had fallen to No. 14, the
Ducks had risen to No. 2 bul failed
to win their conference, and the Tro-
jans had fallen out of the rankings
completely. Georgia, ranked No. 5

“in total value and profits (599 mil

lion vahie/$52 million profits) eerily
ended up also ranked No, 5in the fi-
nal polls, Stanford is a better football
value, and arguably a better football
team, than Gregon, USC and the
SEC schools ranked ahead of it while
spending le<s money per win (about

record and frugality do not equate
with college football rankings.
Stanford is xot in the SEC or the
sale of Orrgon. SEC teams ac-
counted for five of the top-10 ranked
college foothall teams, Stanford had
consecutive wins over four nation-
ally ranked teams in its final four
games of the season. Stanford had
maore wins over ranked teams than
any SEC team ranked ahead of it
Stanford beat the Oregon Ducks
in Eugene, Ore., a significan! ac-
complishment given that the Ducks
had lost only once in Eugene in three
football seasons. Stanford went oo to
win Lhe Rose Bowl surrcndering
only I4 poinls lo 2 Wisconsin leam
that had scored an astronomical
70 points against the 12th ranked
Nebraska Cornhuskers in the Big-10
title game. Georgia, an SEC team
that finished with an identical 12-2
record to Stanford, beat only one
nationally ranked leam during the
regular scason, and surrcndered
aver {wice as many points to Wiscon-
sin as Stanford, but ended up ranked
ahead of Stanford. Greorgia ended up
ranked No. 5 1o Stanford’s No, 7.
Stanford can'l seem Lo gel its mug

am ESPN. To'say thal Stanford's suc-

~ cess on the lootball field is met with

ambivalence by the sports media is
an understatement. In 2012, ESPN
televised most of the Oregon Ducks
regular season games and four
games played by Georgia. ESPN
televised only one of Stanford's
regular season  games, possibly
because no SEC team was playing
that day. ESPN commentater Lou
Holiz publically aired his desire for
an SEC (Alabama)/Oregon [hucks
shawdown in the national champion-
ship game. Holtz, the one lime coach
of the Fighling Irish of Notre Dame,
stated that he was sorry the Stanford
field goal kicker made his kick in
overtime to beat the Ducks. [ guess
the “heck of the Irish,” who made it
to the mational championship despite
several overtime wins (inchiding
ane over Stanford on a controversial
call), was not meant for the likes of
Stanford.

“Those nerds are a threat 1o our
way of life” said the well.coifed jock
in the 1984 comedy the “Revenge
of the Nerds.” It is sale to say that
il past success is any indicator of
future performance that Stanford
will continue in its winning ways.
What Stanford’s continued success
portends for football culture be-
yond football players wsing iPads 1o
review plays is unknown. Maybe col-
Jege foothall will loosen up a litthe bit
and we will see more “scatter bands™
like the Leland Stanford Junior Uni-
versity Marching Band that value
inclusiveness (you don't lave to play
an instrement 1o be in the band), fun
and irreverence {with notable hall-
time show themes such as “Thoese
Irish, Why Must They Fight?") over
military-style marches and pushups.
Perhaps colleges that make cnor-
mous amounts of moncy off of their
student athletes will have to pay
them or at least guarantee them a
qualityrducation. Perhaps “the Pap
Warner Mission” “to provide fun
athletic learning opportunitics for
children, while emphasizing the im-
portance of academic suceess™ will
become a reality in college foothall.
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